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Chris Byars Jazz Quartet to Perform and Conduct Workshops in Syria
March 18, 2010

Damascus -- The Chris Byars Jazz Quartet, a New York-based group known for its new,
inventive style inspired by the 1950s Bop tradition, will be on tour in Syria March 21-28. The
group will perform for audiences and conduct workshops with Syrian music students in
Damascus, Homs, Aleppo and Latakia.

In the Syrian capital, the group will perform at Kalamoon private university and will then
proceed to the central city of Homs. There, the group is scheduled to give a concert at the Safir
Hotel and to hold a workshop with students at the city’s Faculty of Music.

In Aleppo, the Quartet will perform two concerts - one at the Bordeaux and another at Dar al-
Tarbieh - and will conduct a workshop at the Sabah Fakhri Music Institute.

Before returning to Damascus, the group will spend two days in the coastal city of Latakia,
where they will perform at Dar al-Assad. At the Massar Association in Latakia, they will
perform and also conduct a workshop.

The group will conclude their trip with a master class at the Higher Institute of Music in
Damascus.

The Chris Byars Quartet’s rhythms evoke Manhattan’s bustling Times Square in its heyday. Its
four members - Chris Byars, Ari Roland, Stefan Schatz and Sacha Perry - have spent years
developing relationships with and learning from musicians who thrived during the 1950s.

The Quartet has travelled and performed widely as part of The Rhythm Road, a U.S. State
Department-sponsored program that takes American music to countries around the world. The
Chris Byars Quartet members make it a practice to study the music and traditions of the regions
they visit.

This is the Chris Byars Quartet’s third visit to Syria. Last April and December, the group
performed in Damascus and held a number of workshops and master classes with students at the
Higher Institute of Music.

About the Quartet’s Members:

Chris Byars was born in New York City to a musical family. He began his career in opera and
presently enjoys a varied career as a saxophonist, educator, composer and arranger. Winner of
the Tanne Foundation Award and three Chamber Music America grants for education and
composition, he combines a study of past jazz greats such as Lucky Thompson and Gigi Gryce
with original new sounds in jazz.




Ari Roland grew up in downtown New York's Greenwich Village and benefited from early
exposure to jazz through his proximity to the Village VVanguard, the iconic jazz club, as well as
The Jazz Cultural Theater. He has played with many of today’s most important jazz artists,
including Barry Harris and Lou Donaldson. Ari has led cultural tours for the U.S. State
Department in Russia and Central Asia, recording the album Jazz Patterns with the Turkmen-
American Jazz Quintet in 2007. His recent CD release, And So | Lived in Old New York, has
received critical acclaim.

Stefan Schatz was born in New York City. His diverse talents have allowed him to perform
with jazz greats Dakota Staton, Jon Hendricks, Arnie Lawrence, Herman Foster and Teddy
Charles, in addition to Isaac Mizrahi, the Mark Morris Dance Company and the Broadway
production of Bombay Dreams. He recently led a U.S. State Department-sponsored jazz
educational tour in Palestinian cities.

Sacha Perry was born in New York and began playing jazz at the age of 16 after previously
studying classical piano at the Mannes School of Music. Recognized by New York's piano giants
as an outstanding talent, he was mentored by Barry Harris and Frank Hewitt. He has played in
the bands of Charles Davis, Dizzy Reece, Melba Joyce, Cecil Payne and Billy Mitchell. He has
also worked closely with many of New York's innovative younger musicians. Widely respected
as a composer, his work is well represented on his three CDs as a bandleader for Smalls Records.
He has performed and given jazz workshops for the U.S. State Department in 10 countries
throughout Europe and Asia.

Only for Journalists interested in covering (not for publishing)

Schedule of Performances, Workshops and Master Classes:

Monday, March 22:

14:00 Concert at Kalamoon University (Damascus)

19:30 Concert at the Safir Hotel (Homs)

Tuesday, March 23:

11:00 Workshop at the Faculty of Music (Homs)

20:00 Concert at the Bordeaux (Aleppo)

Wednesday, March 24:

15:00 Workshop at the Sabah Fakhri Music Institute (Aleppo)
20:30 Concert at Dar al-Tarbieh (Aleppo)

Thursday, March 25:

20:00 Concert at Dar al-Assad (Latakia)

Saturday, March 27:

14:00 Master Class at the Higher Institute of Music (Damascus)
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